Altar Server’sDictionary (page1)

Here'salist of everything you will come across while serving at the mass:

Purificator  (PY OOR-ih-fi-kay-
tor): A rectangle cloth used to
catch wine or holy water that may
spill from the chalice, and to dry
the chalice after Communion.

Chalice (CHA-liss): The cup
used to hold the Blood of Christ.
Each chalice must have its own
purificator.

Ambo (AM-bo): Where

Corporal (KOR-por-a): A square cloth
that is carefully unfolded and laid upon
the altar. Anything consecrated must sit
upon this, not just on the altar itself.

Credence Table (KREE-denss): The
ledge where the chalice, sacramentary,
cruets, ciborium, bowl of water, towel,
and other Communion-related items
are stored during mass.

scriptures and Gospels are
read, and the priest gives
his homilies. Make sure
the microphone is turned
on before mass!

Sacramentary  (sak-ra-MEN-tah-
ree): A book that has al of the
prayers and directions that a priest
may need to help him say mass. It
rests on the Credence Table or the
Altar.

Cruet (kroo-ETT):
bottles filled with
wine or water.

Tabernacle (TAH-ber-nah-kul): The
actual dwelling place of Christ’s body in
the form of uneaten hosts (in the large
ciborium) and the Blessed Sacrament.
Always remember to kneel or bow every
time you open or close the door in respect
to Christ himself, and always lock the door
after Communion.

Small glass
unconsecrated

Tabernacle Key: Placed in
the tabernacle before mass
. begins, and taken out and
: O placed on the Credence
. table after Communion once
S .. | the uneaten hosts have been
placed inside.
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Ciborium  (sih-BOR-ee-um): The Altar (ALL-ter): This is where the Priest
container that is filled with bread (and consecrates the hosts for Communion.
later, the Body of Christ) once the Along with the Tabernacle, the Alter must be
Priest consecrates it. The large one is shown respect (bow before you step up to
filled with uneaten hosts and stored in (and down from) it, keep it clean, do not lean
the Tabernacle. ﬂ onit. etc...).
v Candles: v
Light both
candles on
/
<\_’. either sde \\j
of the Altar Communion Hosts  (kom-
before mass YOU-nyin hoasts): The bread
begins. (usually unleavened or flat)
that changes into the Body of
Chrigt.
- ‘ ¢ D @

Paten (PAH-tin): The round plate that holds
the large host, and sometimes several smaller
hosts as well.

Towd & Water Bowl: The priest
washes his hands in this after
pouring the wine and water from
the cruets into the chalice | /7>

Remember to bow your head | /-0l

before you return them to the [/-::oio

credence table, and to fold the /-
towel neatly. /




Thisiswhat everything looks like from above:

il

&

Seats Sound
Tabernacle System
Credence switch
Church Table
Lights I I
Ambo Altar Candle
Where does everything go???
The Altar (during communion):
Sacramentary . Purificator
Chalice . Hosts
Paten . Ciborium
Corporal
The Credence Table (before & after Communion):
. Sacramentary . Hosts
Chalice . Ciborium
Paten . Water & wine cruets
Corporal . Water bowl & Towel
Purificator . Thekey (after communion)
The Tabernacle:
Blessed Sacrament (Body of . Consecrated Hosts (Body of
Christ) Christ)
The key (before communion) . Large Ciborium
The Ambo:

The lectern (the white book that is carried up and read from)

Prayers of intercession (Lord hear our prayer...)



Here' s what the Credence Table should ook like:

Sacramentary

Cruets
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/

Ciborium
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Chalice

Purificator

Key (after Communion)
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Here' s what a packed-up chalice should look like:

Key (after Communion)
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Thisiswhat the Altar should look like for Communion:

Corpord

Ciborium

Purificators

Sacramentarv

Paten & Host

Here' s what a proper procession looks like:
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What happens at mass (both weekend and weekday):

Weekend:

WHAT TO DO:

Procession

Welcome

Opening Prayer
Confession of sins

1% Reading
Responsorial Psalm
2" Reading

Alleluia

Gospel Reading
Homily

Profession of faith
Prayers of Intercession
Collection
Procession of Gifts
Consecration of gifts
Washing of hands
Prayer over the gifts
Our Father

Sign of Peace

Lamb of God
Communion

Period of reflection
Closing Prayer & Blessing
Recession

Go up with Priest

Hold Sacramentary

Prepare Altar
Help with gifts
Bring wine & water
Bring bowl & towel

Get consecrated hosts
Help or remain seated
Clean up Altar
Hold Sacramentary
Go back with Priest

YOUR CUE: Weekday:

Opening hymn Procession
Welcome

‘Letuspray...’ Opening Prayer
Confession of sins
1% Reading
Responsorial Psalm
Alleluia
Gospel Reading
Homily
Prayers of Intercession

Baskets go out

People come up

Priest holdsbread | Consecration of gifts
After wineblessed | Washing of hands
Prayer over the gifts
Our Father
Sign of Peace
‘Lamb of God...’ Lamb of God
Peopleline up Communion
Lineup ends Period of Reflection
‘Let uspray...’ Closing Prayer & Blessing
Closing hymn Recession

*Eventsthat involvethe server are bolded.

Things servers should do before mass to get ready:

Weekend

Put on robe, belt and cross.

(chair)

Light candles 5min before mass.

Weekday

Put on robe, belt and cross.
Find the opening and closing hymns.
Light candles 5min before mass.

(chair)

Turn on lights in church.

(eaucharistic minister)

(eaucharistic minister)

(eaucharistic minister)

Wine & Large Paten should be on back table
(eaucharistic minister)

Turn on sound system.

Turn on lightsin church.

Fill cruets with wine & water.

Fill ciborium with afew hosts.

Put large host on paten and prepare chalice.

Put ciborium, chalice & cruets on credence table.

Although the choir and eucharistic ministers are supposed to do severa of the jobs during
the weekend mass, you must double-check to see that they are done. Sometimes they
forget, and you can help them out if you have the time. After mass, bring the wine cruet,
paten, and chalice to the back of the church, and wash the chalice in soap and water.



Th| ngs to remember:

Only Eaucharistic Ministers should go to the Tabernacle (they’re trained to do it).

Always bow towards the Alter (during mass) whenever you step up to it or down from it.
Do not mouth the words of the priest when he is saying prayers that only heis allowed to
say. You can read along on the sacramentary so you know when to turn the page, but
that's all.

Keep your hands free at all times, and this includes missalettes (the small books). Any
books or pages handed to you must be set down beside your chair until needed (they are a
distraction). Exception: hymn books carried during the procession and recessions, and
the sacramentary that is held after the alter is cleaned off (while you wait for the final
prayer).

When holding the sacramentary, hold it still, and high enough for the priest to read
without having to move. Don't stand directly in front of him (stand to the side) because
you block the people’ s view of him when he blesses them.

Always give a short bow (about 1 second) to the priest before you step away from him to
get something while heis at the altar (putting back the cruets & getting the water bowl &
towel, and putting them back.

L eave the wine cruet stopper on the credence table and put it back in when you return.
Stand whenever the priest stands, and don't sit until he does.

Unfold the Corporal very carefully: any crumbsin it must stay in it at all times, because
they are still Christ’s body!

Try not to cut across the corner of the two raised steps when going from one place to
another: it looks more respectful to walk around them, and walk up to them from the
front.

People are looking in your direction at all times, so make sure you do whatever you have
to do before mass (get out your giggles, go to the bathroom, burn off extra energy...) so
people won't be distracted from their worship.

Show up 20 minutes before mass so you won't be rushing to meet the deadline.

Do not eat the communion given to you until the priest eats his first.

Bow and rise at the dtar the same time the priest does during the procession and
recessions, but only bow your head when he bows during the consecrations during mass.



